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Heatber Fawcett

the hem, stirred by the salt breeze, which also tugged ac the

golden hair falling into his eyes.

I couched his arm, and he came back to himself turning to
smile at me.

"Em," he said, "she is acat.Yortmight as well expect Shadow

to disregard your will as assume Orga to be governed by it. Re-

member her nature."

"Her malicious, untrustworthy natLlre," I said. Naturally the

cat reaFpeared a heartbeat later, as if to spite us both, golden

e1,es glittering against her black fur, u,,hich rippled strangely,

like smoke trapped. lvithin cat-shaped glass. Slradow, seated

by ^y feet, gave her a weary sort of look and made his usual

overture of friendship, nudging Orga genrly with his nose.

She arched her back and hissed.

"You shouid give '.rp, dear," I told him, but the poor dog

only looked at me biankly. Shador/s ,"vorld w,as one in which
all and sundry either faw'ned over him or kept a respectful

distance from his intimidating bulk. Each time Orga hissed at

him. Shadow seemed to assume it a misunderstanding, which
grer,r.. increasingly improbabie as these inciclenrs accumulated,

but still less improbable, in his view, than being disliked.
Wendell had gone back to staring at the door-savouring

the moment, i suppose. I wondered if he w,ould give a speech

or something-af,ter all, he'd spent more than a ciecade search-

ing fcr the thing, and now here it was, folded snugly against

the hillside like the bow on a Christmas gift.
I tapped my foot against a rock, feeling rather smug. \ff/ell,

it had taken me only a handful of monrhs to track the door
clorvrr, hacln't itr I'ci learned V/endell was lookin g fc:r a, door to

his r:ealm in November of last year when ttr/e \n/rre in Ljosiand.

a;rd I';i begun i:est:a.rching tire que3ticn in t:arnesr in r\4arch,

not loirg atter '*.e returned to Cambrici.ge. .\nC nor,rr-after a

ferr,' rrvists and turns rn ALrstria-l':ere we were.
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t Heatber Fawcett

"Oh-easily enough," Wendell said absently. And he reached

out with uncharacteristic hesitation and turned the knob.

We stepped through together, 'Wendell's hand closing

around mine. I did not need his help, as I'd ventured through

a few such impossibie doors in my day without faerie aid, but
I knew, this was not his reason. His hand trembled lightly. I
laced our fingers together and tightened my grip.

The little cottage beyond the door u,as empry thank God-
the u,inter faerie who oi,vned it was now roaming the country-

side, revelling in the delights of his season, as Wendell said

such Folk were wont to do. The floor had been swept and the

dishes in the washbasin put away, and overall everything had

r \.rv rr-rcked-in. tidy look about it, as one might leave a home

--.':,--:. a :ro1r-',nged absence. i kept ffry gaze arvav from the

:llanie]. arj :he :ac'rre s gruescrme "ai-f."

Orga anci Sha.ion had ioliou'ed behind us, Shadow giv-

ing the door a curious snifr before enrering, but otherurise

showing no sign he viewed this as any different from stepping

through the door of,my office at Cambridge. Wendell allowed

it to close behind us, and we gazed at the ror.r, of six doorknobs

orr. the inner side.

I r,i,anted to ask him about those doorknobs-specifically,
I u,anted to investigate them firrther, as two were a complete

mystery to me and I wished to know where they led-but I
knew it w,as not the time. His fingers drifted past rhe knob
that would open the door to the Peloponnese again-rvhich
was now at the top-and past rhe one for the Austrian Alps.

This one had a large key in it that looked to be made fiom
bone. Locked.

Wenclell clickecl the lock open-I pictured rhe little door
shiromering into existence once more against the Aipine
mountainside-then removed the key and set it on the table.



'tuauratnxa Jo .roJJat pagru8rs lr.raqtaq,tt q8noqr 'aru q8nolql
lua.A\ JaPPnrls atrl.lII v 'esnor.i s(ar-rJ€J Jatur,{\ aqt JO Iirr{r {ueP
aqt tuog a8ueq: aruol]a,r\ e '+q8rluns arll orui paddars 1

"atrrrf anl srq uaLI^\

aS.rarua ot Surgr.uun 'urttrnl a8ets e pulqaq Sunelrsaq pilqr
Snoz\Jou 

" Jo Pu[u ur aru lnd ag iauloq s(arJaeJ Ja]ur,u eql Jo
,&\op"r{s aql tsurtSe Sunol lla8ue:rs pue aled palooi aH 'plo

-qsarr.{t aqt uo Surlelrsari pools arl llrts rnq'pappou ilapuad!
(('Jaq plc,l put rq8rg Jn'lJo atou >lool a"J LroLuurof eqlJo auo

ssalun 'pade:sa I pue auperrv ,r\ori .\\au{ aqs >luql ot uos€ar

ou sr araql uaql ]nfl,, 'paa-r8e 1,,'tr paleas a,trq lq8ru aqs JO,,

..'PaAI] aqs JI,,'ParnruJnlu IIaPuaa\

.,'paq:te,n Joop srr{t a.,req rq8rul -ragtorudats lur tq8noql 1,,

'sst.t8

Jo >llets 
" l" alqqru ot >ll"q l"s aqs pur 'lpoq raLI rJal lg:rnb

uorsuet ai{l tnq 'uap 'pa1:rrd a.ra,r sJra JaH 'uado aql otur

pa:ed uaql put rr" arlt paglus ar{s sE e8;g pa,nolog sala sr11

'pr".ttro3 Surrroru LUoU 3ur dols ol pueq ftu passa-rd I1apuaA\
'paJaqluarual I sE ip-s8urqt Bur,tro;8 pue uaa;33c> ilaLUS aql

qfr,t l,rcaq PU€ ureJ lualat 
" 

ruog la,tn, s?,.{\ JrE ar{f 'Surlaa;8 ur

gr se 'pur,tr aql ur sq8noq rrarir pappou saart JO IiE,r\ E r.{rrq.&\

puolaq'Suueap Ipurs r ul 11]q e otuo pauado ;oop aql',{1s
aql Jo arnze qrrr ar{t pue 'srueaquns Jo plo8 aqr 'lsa;cr3 aql

3o a8pa aqt t€ paralsnll s[aqanlqJo ]olorzl aqt 'auots paur{Irrl
pu" ssoru go ,tro11al aqt osF se,tt aJaLIt 1nq 'uaa;8 llueur:4
'Jnolof r{1r.4\ papoolJ uorsrl ftu pue '3uru-loru I]nJ s€^{ tI

'rqBit
'uado roop aqt paqsnd [epual1\'Jeqo]ro ur asnoq s(arra?.J

ratur,r\ arp q8no.rqr passed p"q I pu" aup"rJv uarl.tr ,r\or ar{l

ur tsa,4 ol uaaq peq lI 'uos"al atuos ;o3 'alppnu aqt ur,t\ou s?A\

qrlqr!\ 'ssoru ur paJa^ol auo aqt ol Suru;nlal aJoJaq u;aned

I"roU e qtr,tr paterorap qou>lroop eqt uo l11auq pa.ra8uq all

s sepl pol lo wrupua(wo1 s,ayffr\ ,\1u.tg

'alqEl aql uo lr las Pr
aurdly aqt rsureFr r

rooP aIIrT aql Parnn

ruou aPeur aq or P]
'sd1y uer-rrsny aql .ro.

r{llrl \-r1re8e asarrs'rr

qou{ aqt rsed palr4
J tnq-pal laq: a:aqr
alaldruot e aJa$ o^!$tr 

,

'l1e:grtads-sqouiro

sqou{JooP xrsJo -!to-r

pa^{ol1e 1apua,11-a8pr
Surddars ruo{ tuarqn:

asL\.Jarllo tnq €ur:a:
-ru8 ,vropeqs 'sn pIrn

aql ruou ,\efile azea -

auoq E aleal rq8rru ar

peq Surqr&ale Ifarax
aqt pu" ldazrs uaaq pr

prcs llapua26 se 'uost
-lllunoc aqr Srmrreol

-poD {rrEr{t',{rdrua s
'du8 iu 1

1 l1rq311 palqural pu
tnq (pI" arJa"J inoqtlr
q8no;qr parn-tua^ pJ r

Sursop puerl s(Ilapu
'qou{ aqt Paurru I

paqr"ar ar{ puv llruas



a Heatber Fawcett

I could not tell. A part of me wonders if my Fear of Wendell's

kingdom, instilled by the man)/ dark and unpleasant s[ories I
lrave read of it throughout rrry clreer-not to mention my expe-

riences here previously, which have faded into half,-memories

with the aura of nightmares-will ever fully leave me.

I gave his hand a playful tug. He looked at inc) still pale, but
something in my face seemecl to steadl, him. and he allowed

me to pull him through the door.

He took a few steps and then suddenlv sank into a crouch,

burying his iace in his hand. arga established herself at his

feet, facing the forest warily. Shadow'gar.e her r,vhat I can only

describe as an approving look.

I strode up to the brorv of the hiil, both to give him a rno-

ment and to look for trouble. The hill was not high enough

to afford a view over the entire forest, chough I could make

out the familiar glitter of a distant lake, over which rain fell

in silver sheets. I leaned against one of the u,eathered stand-

ing stones that crowned the hili-as I did. there came a sort

of startled skittering sound, and I caught a flash of a small

foot disappearing under the stone, as if someone had been

warming their toes in the sunlight.
Well, the comfflon fae knew we were here. But that was un-

avoidable.

I made nty way back down the hill. I expected to find W'en-

dell enraptured by the bluebells and the forest-perhaps even

the ghastly thing lurking at the shadowed edge of the clear-

ing, one of the trees that gave Where the Trees Have Eyes its

name. But no-he had brushed his tears awayt and now had

his chin propped on his hand, gazingat me with one of those

enigmatic expressions I've not yet learned to parse, if I ever

will. One of his faerie looks, as I think of them.

"What?" I said.

EnilY

He rose, shaking rh
look."

He had mirrored mr
scowl at him irraciona.l

"The one you wear

afear" he said.

'We11," I beganwith
ity was wearing thin, P

He laughed, a clear.

what was happeoiog. I

me through the air. th
whirl all around me.

"My beloved Emilr'."

"Yes, yes, all righq'"

smugness was back, tor

It was pleasing to see h

The door s'firung op{
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of wingbeats, Razkard,

emerald ligh., thev shr

pale owls to the most r
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with cataracts. In plar

erupted from their ton
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for his legs would not I
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s Heatber Fawcett

on their backs. They burst into pleased muttering upon first
sight of Wendell's kingdom, one marching up to a stump to

rap on it, as if testing its suitabiliry for building materials.

Ochers seemed to be exclaiming over a pile of stones.

The tree fauns did not linger long in the clearing, which

was a relief, but slunk immediately into the forest shadows,

their feral hounds close at their heels. Now, the world holds

enough Folk hideous to the eye, but in this respect I can think
of none who surpass these fauns, with their scabbed and

twisted horns and bulbous features.

Last came the fwcbszwergq streaming through the door in
an auburn river, fox tails thrashing u,ith excitement. Several

dozen appeared ro have volunteered to accompany us; the

exact number is difficult to ascertain given how' rarely the

beasts stal, still.

"Finall1," Sno',l,bell crowed as he surged to the fronr of the

pack. "Now the quest will begin! And it ''vill be far nlore ex-

citing than the last one, ior there is only ane mortal oaf this

time." He settled himselF at my feet in a proprietary sort of
u,av and began to wash his face, pausing to snarl at any others

u'ho ventured near. Telling the fox-faeries apart remains difE-

cult, but Snow,bell is easy to identify, fbr he is always bragging

about his role in my last adventure.

Wendell looked back at the trees, his rerrerence replaced

rvith merriment.
"Shalllr,e retake our kingdom, En-l?" he said.

A shiver went through me at that. He had switcired to Faie,

u'hich I had, of course, hearC him speak before, but there rvas

something discornfiting:rbout the rn,ay he did ic, abandorring

the rnortal tongue like an unsurtabie cloak at the change of
seasons. Mv hand strayeci unconsciously ro Shador,v's head,

and the dog L"rutted at my palm, whicl: steadieci me.
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,to Heatber Fawcett

"Lead on, then,'l I said, taking the arm he offered me.

The path expanded to comfortably accommodate us.

Shadow kept pace beside me, while Orga slunk in and out

of the forest, appearing sometimes before us and sometimes

bel-rind, occasionally u,ith some small, wriggling creature

clutched in her maw. The others followeC like a long and

hideous train" I did not see the guardians, but from \&'en-

dell's unconcern, I assumed they, il,ere lurking in the canopy,

watching us as they had during my first visit. though their

intentions this time were less murderous-I hoped. Snorv-

bell kept back, which he generally does r,r..hen Wendell is near

me. I believe he ha-s the same terror of him that Poe does,

rhough Snorvbell expresses it in a rather more disturbing
manner. I have heard him speculating more than once with
his fellor.vs about the quantity of biood Wendell would shed

in retaking his kingdom, whether there would be leavings

for the fuchszwerge to enjov, and if so, rvhat these might taste

like.

Wendell talked as we \r'enr,, pausing every few moments to

point something out-he has a great deal of botanical knowl-

edge when it comes to his realm, which I can only assume he

was born rvith; I cannot imagine him acquiring it any other

way. When I took out a notebook, he beamed at me-I had in-

tended co spend our 6rst day in Faerie observing rather than

compiling facts, but he \\ras so pleased whenever I lifted my

pencil that I found myself recording a great deal. N{y concen-

tration was somewhat hampered by the looming peril, but
in no way did I need to feign enthusiasm, and I asked many

questions, though his answers were not alw'ays helpful and

tended towards the nonsensicai. I will here record a select few

insights.

+++

EnilY

On the geo
the Trees F

This is composed prir
heath, wich a scatteri

range that bounds the

known as the Blue Ho
largest; Silverlily, besid

in the south, a dark pla

headed deer, where re
AskingWendelltoh

largely fruitless, which

knowledged truth tha
a dream; " -o,11tain r

decide to spend Wdr
different points durin
me: that the lakes and

that the Blue Hooks l

and were known to su

Lower Lake had a cor

places with Silverlily.

On the fae



tsoru puads laqr 'q:ns se fs8urqr 11e ?^oqe ltu3rp rrar{t anl€^

pue arua8rTiatur apnrr e ssassod laqr 'llrua.reddy 'ruaqt Jo
sarruaua Surleru tsure8e aur asmp" pu" Jappnqs lluo ppo \
'q8noqr 'gapua41 'ruaqt tnoq" aroru.4\ou1 ot paJrsap 1-,{uo?e
jo sru"eJfs lun rraqt l"arl pue 'saau1 pu" spu"q ftu qreauaq

Suqea,rq sfiaqs rrai{] IaaJ Ilrts u"l I-trsrl snor,ta.rd lur Sur.rnp

suazruap luuerun asaqt qtr,r\ ur-unJ tu"s"aldun ftu JaUV

sllBus erreBJ 3Yl uo

'l1q:a.t 1rg qrr.,n sareld

paqrtr^\s salunaruos pur >lea-tts X.rr;tuo: r p"q aI"T Ja.4^o-I

teql pue ltrorse:ro uo sellesuraqt LitlaJls ot u. Aou{ eJe,{\ pur
'l1a;nua LUIEaT aql peprrlua a)uo ptq s>looH anlg aqt teql
islurod paxg aJa,& a8ue; uretrrnorx aLIt pue saI"l aqt t"ql :alu

paruloJui Ilapuart\ 'uor1?sJanuof Jl1o Sur;np sturod tueJa-Xrp

tV "al"rol alq€Jno^"J aroru r ur &psaupa,{\ puads ol aprrap

puu lepsanl e uo a:e1d auo ur aq z(eru ur?lunoru r lruea;p e
go lrr:8arur prlrds eqt IIE s?q arra€J lErlt qlnrt pa8palaroul
-:e llapl,n 

" 
sr tI 'aru asr-rd.rns tou prp qliL[.4A 'ssa1]m-r3 l1a3-re1

pano:d url"er arluo deu e qrta>ls aru dlaq ol llapua,1\ Suqsy
'3ul;lnluan aq lou ppo.a\ a,$ aJaq,/td ';aap papeaq

-3eq aqr lq paurel: spuel eqt urqtr.,tt a:e1d >p"p 
"'qtnos 

aqt ur
a>[e'J ]a,&\o'I pu" laitse: aql strs r{tlq^\ aprsaq ',(p1;anp5 !rsa8"re1

aqr 'a11:n1,ag :sa>1"I eaJq] aJe ereqJ's>looH Jnlfl at{t s" uruou{
aJ? suretunoru asaqJ 'ts?a aqt ot rul"eJ aLIt spunoq r"qt a8ue;

ur?tunoru r pu" suor8a-t l33oq go Suuarl€fs E qrr,tt 'qreaq
pue puelpoo^\ Jo arntxru r 3o llr.reuud pasoduol sr srrlJ

sadg g^uH see{ eY}
arey^A yo dyderSoa8 ayl uO

t,, sa7o1tso1 {o wruyuaQwo3 s,apylq,C1lwI

1v\al llalas e PJof,ar araq

pue pgdlaq sle.rp ro
lueru pelse l pue'usr
rnq 'y.rad trrruool aq
-uaruor lft1eap t@fr
lur pary11 I ra^auaqa I
rrEl{t Jar{rer tur,rrasqg

-ul PEq I-aIn fe PeEea
raqto lwe t trrrrmb:e
aq arunsse lluo rrec 1q
-l^\oDI IBrrrrsjoq Jo IE3

of sluaulolu rtal &a^a

alser rg8nu asar{t fsqr
s8urneal eq pfno6, ara

Paqs Plnod\ IlaPuaril P
qlrzv\ afuo rretlr arou I

Surq.rnrsrp aJoru JarfJr

'saop aod reqt u.nl Jo
r?au sr ilaPualfi usqs s

-^\ous 'padoq I-snor
.rraqr q8noqt (lrsl lsJ
'ldouer aql ur Burrynl
-ual6 ruo{ rnq'su-rp
pue 3uo1 E a>H paaol
aJnteaJl 3urr38u.r fi
sarurfaruos PrrE sTt aroJ

tno pu" ur 1un1s etrl
'sn at"poruuorre d1q

'aru PaJeJo ag ur



'12 Heatber Fawcett

of their lives occupied with revenge quests. While their ven-

geance maybe slow in coming, they aiwaizs have it in the end.

On the bloody trees

I do not wish to write about these. But what sort of scholar of
the Folk would I be if I hid from every horror?

No. I cannot do it.

But tr must. Lord, what a mess of blotches and crossings-

out this entry has become. Let us get this over with as quickly

as possible.

The trees that give V/endeli's realm its nam.e are knor,vn as

attentive oaks, a rypical example of faerie euphemism. They are

scattered here and there throughout the woodtrands. though

more often than not they lurk in the darker folds of the forest.

the berter to catch one by surprise and provide ample mate-

rial for nightmares,I assume. Had each tree oniy a single pair

of eyes, perhaps they would be bearable, but there are l"lun-

dreds, if not thousands. For each leaf has an eye staring out
of it, rvhich may be creased in rage or ',.videned in surprise,

hearrr-lidded or bloodshot, as if there is a unique personalicy

trapped rvithin every one, and all move to stafe at you as you

pass, rustling wetly.

Wendell, naturally, takes a philosophical view of these

monstrosities. "Have you not seen worse in Faerie, Em?" he

said. "Only leave them be, and you shall have nothing to fret

a,bout. Give them no reason to take offence."

"How does one avoid offending atree?"

He began ticking things off on his fingers. "Don't insult
them. Don't remove their leaves. Don't go tearing them open

to see if there is a faerie king more agreeable to your tastes

hiding inside."

EnilY \l
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